Since the health care system in Korea is different from that in the US, more related studies and evidence are needed to prove the hospitalist effectiveness in Korea. In a previous study, Ohm et al. 5 provided evidence that the acute care medical unit in a Korean tertiary care hospital reduces the length of stay and shortens the emergency departments waiting time. This study did not include other quality indicators, such as the morbidity, mortality, readmission rate and patient or staff satisfaction due to the short-term transit care.
In 2018, the Korean Health Insurance Review and Assessment Service and the Ministry of Health and Welfare released a hospitalist pilot program preliminary report. 6 This report showed hospitalist care improves patient satisfaction, nurse satisfaction, and resident satisfaction.
In this issue of the journal, Lee et al. 7 compared the outcome (including length of hospital stay [LOS] , in hospital mortality [IHM] , and readmission rate) in patients with pneumonia or urinary tract infection in the general wards admitted via the emergency departments between
